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BEFORE MAILING OF EITHER A FINAL ACTION 
OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE f37 C.F.R. 61.97(c)) 



Sir: 



Applicants submit this communication and the attached Form PTO/SB/08A in 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98. Consideration of the document listed on Form 
PTO/SB/08A is respectfully requested. 
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Copies of Cited U.S. Patent Documents are Not Provided 

As announced in the Official Gazette of August 5, 2003, the requirement under 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application 
publication for all U.S. national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003 and for all 
international applications that have entered the national stage under 35 USC 371 after 
June 30, 2003 has been waived. 

Accordingly, copies of any U.S. patents and/or published patent applications cited on the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08A are not provided with this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Time of Transmittal of Information Disclosure Statement 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after three months of the filing date 
of this national application or the entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1 .491 in an 
international application or after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, 
whichever event occurred last but before the mailing date of either: 

(1) a final action under §1.113 or 

(2) a notice of allowance under §1.31 1, 
whichever occurs first. 

STATEMENT OR FEE 

Accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement is 

A. L>D a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (e). 

OR 

B. □ the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 . 17(p) for submission of an information disclosure 
statement under §1 .97(c). ($1 80.00). 

STATEMENT OR FEE 

No item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained 
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in this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

If any fee$ are due for submission of this communication, please charge the fees to 
Deposit Account No. 23-1 703. 
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Agent for Applicants 
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White & Case LLP 

Direct Dial: (212)819-8437 
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